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F LUVW�� VRPH� QDPLQJ� FODULÀFDWLRQ�� 7KH� DC  
VWDQGV�IRU�'XDO&RKHUHQW 

DERXW�<*�DQG�WKH�6RQMD�����VSHDNHU��SOHDVH�VHH�P\�UHYLHZ�
LQ�,VVXH������)RU�PRUH�DERXW�UHODWLYH�SKDVH��SOHDVH�FRQVXOW�
(GLWRU�LQ�&KLHI �5REHUW�+DUOH\·V�ERRN��7KH�&RPSOHWH�*XLGH�
WR�+LJK�(QG�$XGLR��(YHQ� LI �\RX�GRQ·W�KDYH�D�'&��UHDG\�
VSHDNHU�RU�HYHU�ZLOO��WKLV�QHZ�<*�FURVVRYHU�GHPRQVWUDWHV�
WKH�YDOXH�RI �LPSURYHG�UHODWLYH�SKDVH�LQ�D�PXOWLZD\�GHVLJQ��
6HFRQG�� VRPH�GHYHORSPHQW�EDFNJURXQG�� ,Q� D�GLVFXV�

VLRQ�ZLWK�<*�EDFN�LQ�������,�ZDV�WROG�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�ÀQDO�
L]LQJ�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�FURVVRYHU�UHGHVLJQ�DQG�WKDW�LW�KDG�EHHQ�LQ�
WKH�ZRUNV�IRU�DERXW�D�\HDU��:LWKRXW�ZDQWLQJ�WR�WDON�D�ORW�DERXW�
LW�DW�WKH�WLPH��WKH\�GLG�PHQWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�XSGDWH�ZRXOG�LPSURYH�
UHODWLYH�SKDVH�UHVSRQVH�HYHQ�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�SURGXFWLRQ�
FURVVRYHUV�GLG�DW�WKDW�WLPH��,Q�WKH�VWDQGDUG�'XDO&RKHUHQW�FURVV�
RYHU�� WKH�RYHUODS�EHWZHHQ� WKH� WZHHWHU�DQG�PLG�ZRRIHU�GULYHUV�
ZDV�RSWLPL]HG��DQG�D�ZLGHU�UHODWLYH�SKDVH�WROHUDQFH�LQ�WKH�PLG�
ZRRIHU� DQG� EDVV� GULYHU� RYHUODS�ZDV� DFFHSWHG� WR� DFKLHYH� RYHU�
DOO� EHQHÀFLDO� SKDVH� EHKDYLRU� LQ� WKH� VSHDNHU� V\VWHP��'&��QRZ�
PDNHV�WKH�UHODWLYH�SKDVH�UHVSRQVH�RI �ERWK�WKH�XSSHU��DQG�ORZ�
HU�IUHTXHQF\�RYHUODS�]RQHV��DW�����N+]�DQG���+]��UHVSHFWLYHO\���
IRU�DOO�LQWHQWV�DQG�SXUSRVHV��WKH�VDPH�����GHJUHHV��,PSRUWDQWO\��
IUHTXHQF\�UHVSRQVH�UHPDLQV���G%�LQ�WKH�DXGLEOH�EDQG��SHU�<*��
'&��ZDV�ÀUVW�PDGH�DYDLODEOH� LQ� WKH� WZR�WRZHU�6RQMD�;9i� DQG�
;9i�6WXGLR�PRGHOV�LQ������DQG�WKHQ�RIIHUHG�DV�DQ�XSGDWH�LQ�WKH�
6RQMD���[i�LQ�������$OO�FXUUHQW�6RQMD�PRGHOV�VKLS�IURP�WKH�IDFWR�
U\�ZLWK�WKH�'&��FURVVRYHU��

7KH� 6RQMD� ��� ·V� LQ� P\�
V\VWHP� ZHUH� XSGDWHG� LQ� WKH�
ÀHOG�� DQG� WKLV�ZRXOG� DOVR� EH�
WKH� FDVH�ZLWK� DOO� RWKHU�'&��
UHDG\� PRGHOV�� �8SGDWLQJ� WKH�
FURVVRYHU� WR� '&�� FKDQJHV�
WKH�����PRGHO�GHVLJQDWLRQ� WR�
���i���7KH�FURVVRYHU�H[FKDQJH�

FDQ� EH� GRQH� E\� RQH� WUDLQHG�
SHUVRQ�� XVXDOO\� D� GHDOHU� RU�
GLVWULEXWRU�� <*� VHQW� 'LFN�
'LDPRQG� DQG� *DU\� 0XOGHU��
ERWK�YHU\�NQRZOHGJHDEOH�� LQ�
WHUHVWLQJ�� DQG� DIIDEOH� SHRSOH�
ZLWK� OHQJWK\� H[SHULHQFH� LQ�
WKH� KLJK�HQG� LQGXVWU\�� 2QO\�
WKH� 6RQMD·V� XSSHU�FDELQHW�
FURVVRYHU� QHHGHG� WR� EH� XS�
GDWHG�� 7KH� ORZHU� �RU� EDVV��
FDELQHW�GRHV�QRW�QHHG�WR�KDYH�
LWV� FURVVRYHU� FKDQJHG�� 7KH�
ZKROH�SURFHVV�WRRN�DERXW�WZR�
KRXUV�IRU�ERWK�VSHDNHUV��7KH�
QHZHU� FURVVRYHU� ORRNV� TXLWH�
GLIIHUHQW� IURP� WKH� VWDQGDUG�

Kirk Midtskog

A Major Upgrade

YG Acoustics DC2 
Crossover Update in 
Sonja 2.2i Loudspeaker

This new YG 
crossover 
demonstrates the 
value of improved 
relative phase in a 
multiway design.
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DVVHPEO\��'&��LV�ODUJHU�DQG�KHDYLHU�DQG�KDV�PRUH�FRPSRQHQWV�
RQ�LW��7KH�'&��XSJUDGH�SULFH�LV���������IRU�6RQMD���[�PRGHOV�DQG�
��������IRU�6RQMD�;9�PRGHOV�
$V�ORQJ�DV�ÁDW�IUHTXHQF\�UHVSRQVH�LV�DFKLHYHG³RU�DV�FORVH�WR�

LW�DV�LV�SRVVLEOH³GRHV�QDUURZLQJ�WKH�UHODWLYH�SKDVH�WROHUDQFHV�LQ�
PXOWLZD\�VSHDNHUV�UHDOO\�PDWWHU�DOO�WKDW�PXFK�LQ�D�SUDFWLFDO�VHQVH"�
,� FDQ·W� DUJXH� WKDW� LW�GRHV� IURP�D� WHFKQLFDO�SHUVSHFWLYH��EXW� WKH�
PRUH�,·YH�OHDUQHG�DERXW�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI �WKH�WLPH�GRPDLQ�LQ�
DXGLR�WKH�PRUH�,�KDYH�FRPH�WR�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�YDOXH�RI �LPSURYHG�
UHODWLYH�SKDVH��,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI �<*�VSHDNHUV��\RX�JHW�ERWK�H[FHOOHQW�
IUHTXHQF\�UHVSRQVH�DQG�UHODWLYH�SKDVH�EHKDYLRU��VR�LW�LV�QRW�DQ�HL�

WKHU�RU�SURSRVLWLRQ��$OO�,�FDQ�
VD\�LV�WKDW�XSGDWLQJ�WR�'&��LQ�
WKH� DOUHDG\� KLJK�SHUIRUPLQJ�
6RQMD�����EURXJKW�PRUH�VRQLF�
LPSURYHPHQWV� WKDQ� ,� DQWLFL�
SDWHG�RU�WKRXJKW�SRVVLEOH��6R��
\HV�� LQ� WKLV� LQVWDQFH�� ,� WKLQN�
UHODWLYH�SKDVH�PDWWHUV�D�ORW�
:KHQ� RQH� FRQVLGHUV� WKDW�

MXVW� WKH� KLJK�SDVV� VHFWLRQ� RI �
WKH�PLG�ZRRIHU�ÀOWHU·V�SKDVH�
DOLJQPHQW� ZDV� WKH� SULQFLSOH�
FKDQJH� WR� WKH� FURVVRYHU�� WKH�
RYHUDOO� VRQLF� DGYDQFHPHQW� LV�
QRWKLQJ�VKRUW�RI �DVWRQLVKLQJ��
7KH� VXPPDUL]LQJ� VRQLF� GH�
VFULSWRU� KHUH� LV� ´OXFLG�µ� 7KH�
HQWLUH� SUHVHQWDWLRQ� EHFDPH�
PRUH�WUDQVSDUHQW��PRUH�LQWHO�
OLJLEOH��PRUH�LPPHGLDWH��PRUH�
SUHVHQW��PRUH�YLYLG��7KHUH� LV�
DOVR� QR� DWWHQGDQW� GRZQVLGH��
QR� VSRWOLJKWLQJ� RU� H[DJJHUD�
WLRQ�IURP�WRS�WR�ERWWRP��7KH�
6RQMD�UHPDLQV�QHXWUDO�
,�IHHO�D�OLWWOH�VLOO\�DERXW�FDU�

U\LQJ� RQ� DERXW� D� VHHPLQJO\�
PLQRU� FURVVRYHU� WZHDN�� %XW�
PXVLF�SOD\EDFN�EHFDPH�PRUH�

LPPHUVLYH�DQG��ZHOO��PRUH�in�
teresting. 0XFK�RI � WKLV�FDQ�EH�
DWWULEXWHG� WR� DQ� LQFUHDVH� LQ�
UHVROXWLRQ�RI �ORZ�OHYHO�GHWDLO��
)RU� H[DPSOH�� WKHUH� DUH� VRPH�
VXEWOH��ORZ�SLWFKHG�WKXPSV�RU�
´NQRFNVµ�EXULHG�LQ�WKH�PL[�RI �
D�OLYH�UHFRUGLQJ�RI �%RE�:DOVK�
SHUIRUPLQJ� $́LQ·W� 1R� 6XQ�
VKLQHµ� >(Q�6SHFWDFOH�/LYH�� /HV�
'LVTXHV�%URV�@��7KH�VRXUFH�RI �
WKHVH� WKXPSV� FRXOG� EH� IURP�
WKH�JXLWDU�SLFNXSV� UHJLVWHULQJ�
PHFKDQLFDO�FRQWDFW�DV�WKH�JXL�
WDU� JHQWO\� EXPSV� XS� DJDLQVW�
WKH� PLFURSKRQH� VWDQG� ZKHQ�
:DOVK� PRYHV� ZKLOH� KH� SOD\V�
DQG� VLQJV�� 2U� WKH�PLF� FRXOG�
EH�SLFNLQJ�XS�WKH�VRXQG�RI �LWV�
VWDQG�EHLQJ�OLJKWO\�NQRFNHG�E\�
WKH�JXLWDU��2U�ERWK��,�KDG�QR�
WLFHG� VRPH� RI � WKHVH� WKXPSV�
SUH�'&��� EXW� ,� TXLFNO\� UHDO�
L]HG�with�'&�� WKDW� WKHUH� DUH�
PRUH� RI � WKHP�� DQG� WKH\� RF�
FXU� SUHWW\� PXFK� WKURXJKRXW�
WKH� VRQJ�� HYHU\� IHZ� VHFRQGV��
+HDULQJ� WKLV� OLYH� UHFRUGLQJ�
ZLWK� WKDW� LQFUHDVH� LQ� UHVROX�

Sonja 2.2i speaker
Driver complement: One 

1" YG BilletDome tweeter, 

two 6" YG BilletCore mid-

woofers (main module), 

one 10.25" YG BilletCore 

woofer (bass module) 

Frequency response: 
Usable output below 20Hz 

to above 40kHz 

Sensitivity: 
88dB/2.83V/1m anechoic 

Impedance: 4 ohms 

nominal, 3.2 ohms 

minimum 

Recommended DPSOLÀHU 
power: Minimum, 60 high-

current watts 

Crossover points: 65Hz 

and 1.75kHz 

Cabinet: Aircraft-grade 

milled aluminum 

Dimensions: 13" x 51" x 

25" 

Weight: 271 lbs. each 

Price: $88,300 in standard 

black or silver anodized 

ÀQLVK��RWKHU�VSHFLDO�

ÀQLVKHV�FRORUV�DYDLODEOH��

DC2 crossover upgrade: 
$11,500 for Sonja 2.x 

models; $37,000 for Sonja 

XV models

 

YG ACOUSTICS LLC 
4941 Allison, St., Unit 12 

Arvada, CO 80002

(801) 726-3887 

yg-acoustics.com

Associated Equipment
Analog source: Basis 

Debut V turntable & Vector 

4 tonearm, Benz-Micro 

LP-S MR cartridge

Phonostage: Simaudio 

Moon 610LP

Digital sources: Hegel 

Mohican CDP, HP Envy 

15t running JRiver MC-20, 

Hegel HD30 DAC

Linestages: Ayre K-1xe, 

Hegel P30

Integrated DPSOLÀHU� 
Hegel H390

Power DPSOLÀHUV� Gamut 

M250i, Hegel H30

Speakers: YG Acoustics 

Sonja 2.2i, Dynaudio 

&RQÀGHQFH�&��6LJQDWXUH

Cables: Shunyata Sigma 

V2 signal cables, Shunyata 

Sigma USB, Shunyata 

Alpha S/PDIF and AES/

EBU, Shunyata Sigma 

NR and Omega XC power 

cords

A/C power: Two 20-amp 

dedicated lines, Shunyata 

SR-Z1 receptacles, 

Shunyata Everest 8000 

and Typhon power 

conditioners

Accessories: 
PrimeAcoustic Z-foam 

panels and DIY panels, 

Stillpoints Ultra SS

Specs & Pricing



150   May/June 2022   the absolute sound

H[WHQW�,�ZDV�KHDULQJ"�,�ZRXOG�
H[SHFW� WKLV� VRUW� RI � VRXQG�
VWDJLQJ� LPSURYHPHQW� LI � WKH�
upper�RYHUODS��FORVHU�WR�WKH�IUH�
TXHQF\� UDQJH� ZKHUH� LPDJLQJ�
LQIRUPDWLRQ� H[LVWV�� KDG� EHHQ�
LPSURYHG��,�FDQQRW�H[SODLQ�LW��
EXW� LW·V� WKHUH��:KDWHYHU� WHFK�
QLFDO� UHDVRQV� DUH� LQYROYHG��
WKH� '&�� FURVVRYHU� EURXJKW�
DERXW� WKH� VDPH�NLQGV�RI � LP�
SURYHPHQWV� LQ� UHVROXWLRQ��
VRXQGVWDJLQJ�� DQG� G\QDPLF�
DJLOLW\� WKDW� ,� KHDUG�ZKHQ� WKH�
JURXQG�EUHDNLQJ� <*� %LOOHW�
'RPH� K\EULG� WZHHWHU� ZDV�
LQWURGXFHG� LQ� HDUO\������ �VHH�
P\�6RQMD�����UHYLHZ�³ZKLFK�
LV� WR� VD\�� YHU\� UHZDUGLQJ�SHU�
IRUPDQFH�LQFUHDVHV��LQGHHG��,V�
WKH�SUH�'&��6RQMD����� VWLOO� D�
JUHDW�VSHDNHU"�<HV��EXW�EHWWHU�
LV� EHWWHU�� DQG� '&�� DGYDQFHV�
WKH�6RQMD�IXUWKHU�

<*·V� '&�� FURVVRYHU� LP�
SURYHV� WKH� 6RQMD� ��� ·V� RYHU�
DOO� VRXQG� TXDOLW\� PRUH� WKDQ�
,� LPDJLQHG�ZDV� SRVVLEOH�� DQG�
,� SUHVXPH� VLPLODU� RU� JUHDWHU�
LPSURYHPHQWV� DUH� FRQIHUUHG�
RQ�WKH�XSSHU�6RQMD�PRGHOV��DV�
ZHOO��,W�LV�DV�LI �D�NH\�SLHFH�RI �
D� EXLOGLQJ� ZHUH� SXW� LQ� SODFH��
DQG� WKH� LQWHJULW\� RI � WKH� HQ�
WLUH� VWUXFWXUH� EHFDPH� PRUH�
UREXVW�� 7KH� '&�� FURVVRYHU�
´XQLÀHVµ�PRUH�RI �WKH�OLVWHQLQJ�
H[SHULHQFH�� <*� KDV� SXUVXHG�
ERWK� ÁDW� IUHTXHQF\� UHVSRQVH�
DQG� D� ORZ� UHODWLYH� SKDVH� DQ�
JOH�ZLWK�H[FHOOHQW�UHVXOWV��7KH�
'&��XSGDWH� IXUWKHU� YDOLGDWHV�
LWV�DSSURDFK��7KH�WLPH�GRPDLQ�
PDWWHUV� D� ORW� LQ� WKLV� JDPH�� ,�
FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�LPSUHVVHG�ZLWK�
<*� VSHDNHUV�� DQG� WKH� '&��
HTXLSSHG�6RQMD����i�LV�DQRWKHU�
UHVRXQGLQJ�VXFFHVV���

WLRQ³WKXPSV�DQG�DOO³PDGH�PH�IHHO�DV�LI �,�ZHUH�ZLWQHVVLQJ�DQ�
HYHQW��UDWKHU�WKDQ�PHUHO\�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�D�UHFRUGHG�VRQJ�DJDLQ�
,�KHDUG�PRUH�GHWDLOV�RQ�HYHU\�UHFRUGLQJ�,�SOD\HG��(YHU\WKLQJ�

VRXQGHG�PRUH�IXOO\�UHQGHUHG��PRUH�ÁHVKHG�RXW��DQG�WKXV�PRUH�
DOLYH�� 6R��ZLWK� EHWWHU� UHODWLYH� SKDVH� DOLJQPHQW� FRPHV� OHVV� WLPH�
VPHDU��ZKLFK�VHHPV�WR�OHDG�WR�EHWWHU�UHVROXWLRQ��$W�OHDVW�WKDW�LV�P\�
ZRUNLQJ�K\SRWKHVLV��7KH�6RQMD����i VRXQGV�ERWK�PRUH�OLWKH�DQG�
PRUH�FRQWUROOHG³DEOH�WR�VWDUW�DQG�VWRS�PRUH�TXLFNO\��LI �\RX�ZLOO��
,Q�WKLV�UHJDUG��WKH�XSGDWHG�6RQMD�UHPLQGHG�PH�PRUH�RI �DQ�HOHF�
WURVWDWLF� VSHDNHU� �EXW�ZLWK�JUHDWHU�G\QDPLF� UDQJH��EDVV�ZHLJKW��
DQG� H[WHQVLRQ�� WKDQ� LWV� QRQ�XSGDWHG� YHUVLRQ� GLG�� /HW�PH� DOVR�
PHQWLRQ� WKDW�EDVV�SLWFK�GHÀQLWLRQ�DQG�G\QDPLF�FULVSQHVV�ZHUH�
DOVR�LPSURYHG��1RWKLQJ�LQ�WKH�EDVV�PRGXOH�ZDV�FKDQJHG��VR�'&��
DSSDUHQWO\�FOHDQV�XS�WKH�ORZHU�UDQJH�RI �WKH�PLG�ZRRIHU��DQG�LWV�
RYHUODS�ZLWK�WKH�EDVV�GULYHU��WR�WKH�H[WHQW�WKDW�LW�LQÁXHQFHG�P\�
SHUFHSWLRQ�RI �EDVV�TXDOLW\��7KH�LPSUHVVLRQ�RI �JUHDWHU�VODP�DQG�
G\QDPLF�DJLOLW\� LV�GHÀQLWHO\�DSSDUHQW��7KLV�PDNHV�SHUIHFW�VHQVH�
ZKHQ�RQH�FRQVLGHUV�WKH���+]�FURVVRYHU�SRLQW��DERYH�ZKLFK�WKHUH�
LV�SOHQW\�RI �EDVV�HQHUJ\�
6RXQGVWDJH� GHSWK� EHFDPH� PRUH� OD\HUHG�� DQG� WKH� LQWHUVWLWLDO�

KD]LQHVV�WKDW�VRPHWLPHV�FORXGV�WKH�VSDFHV�EHWZHHQ�LPDJHV�ZDV�
FOHDUHG�XS��7KH�VRXQGVWDJH�VHHPHG�WR�RSHQ�XS�D�ELW�PRUH�DFURVV�
WKH�ERDUG��+RZ�FRXOG�LPSURYLQJ�SKDVH�LQ�WKH�lower RYHUODS�KHOS�
LPDJLQJ�DQG�WKH�UHQGHULQJ�RI �´VSDFHµ�DURXQG�LQVWUXPHQWV�WR�WKH�
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